RESULTS:
The study population included 81 children (46 girls) aged between 7 and 215 months (mean age 64 months). Fever post FOB appeared in 29 of these patients (35.8%). There was a trend for age to be lower in children with fever than in those without fever (mean: 53 vs 70 months; p=0.06). Post FOB fever was present in 54.5% of children aged<36 months, in 38.6% of children aged between 36 and 84 months and in 7.7% of children aged>84 months. Among the different parameters examined, white blood cell count before the procedure was significantly higher in the group of patients with fever than without fever (mean=8777/mm 3 vs 7349/mm 3 ; p=0.04). Children with post FOB fever had higher basal CRP values than those without fever (mean 6.3±7.9 vs 3.3±0.5; p=0.015). CRP values within the normal range (0-6 mg/L) showed a specificity of 97.7% in predicting the absence of fever. None of the parameters examined in BAL was able to differentiate children with fever from those without fever.
CONCLUSIONS:
Younger age was a substantial risk factor for appearance of post FOB fever in our population. Basal levels of WBC and CRP were also significantly associated with fever, suggesting they could be of prognostic value. 
